REMARKS 



By this amendment, the Applicants add headings to the written 
description, eliminate reference numerals from the claims and abstract, and 
eliminate multiple-dependent claims. No new matter is added and the 
amendments are not made for reasons of patentability or to overcome prior art 
references . 

Entry of this First Preliminary Amendment prior to examination on the 
merits is respectfully requested. 

No fee is believed due with this Amendment, however, should a fee be 
required please charge Deposit Account 50-0510. Should any extensions of 
time be required, please consider this a petition thereof and charge Deposit 
Account 50-0510 the required fee. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: August 3, 2006 
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MARKUP SHEET 



Software licence management systems -4^, — B^, — are provided in which a 
licence to use a software product — &5-7 — &54- is represented by a data token 

— &€-7 — The systems have a software controller (6a, — 52a, — 62a) for 
controlling use of the software product at a user device 45-; — 53-^ — €r4^, and a 
licence management server -(-2-; — — for communicating with the software 
controller via a data communications network — Er4r-, — 6-3^. The software 
controller (6a, — 52a, — 62a) allows use of the software product at the user 
device substantially only during a use period associated with a current data 
token 4^7-; — — &^ supplied to the software controller by the licence 
management server 42-; — 5*7 — An exchange token can be supplied to another, 
similar software controller when necessary to transfer the licence, e.g. in 
the event of a breakdown. The software controller ( 6 a, — 52a, — 6 2a) is adapted 
to supply either the current data token, or the exchange token, to the 
licence management server 42-7 — 5^, — 6i4- to be exchanged for a new data token. 
Thia ia done in two circumatancca : — fe^ — to extend the licence for the aoftwarc 
product beyond the uoo period aooociatod with a current data token ouppliod 
by the liconao management oorvor; — as^ — {h^ — when an oxchango token io rocoivod 
for tranof erring the liconao from another aoftwarc controller. — The liaonco 
management acrvcr aupplica the new data tolccn to the aoftwarc controller 
where it rcplacca the current data tolcen. — The new data tolccn haa a new uac 
period during which uoo of the ooftwarc product can continue. — In circumatancc 
-(-ar) — the lioonQG io thereby extended, — and in aircumatanoo — (-fe-^ — the liconao ia 
thereby tranof erred to the now ooftwarc oontrollor. — The oyotom — (-3r^ — 5-9-7 — &^ 
also incorporatcG a mcchaniom to prevent or inhibit use of the software 
product — (-4-7 — 5S-7 — — on multiple uacr dcvicca at the aamc time. 



(Figure 1) 
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